Duxbury’s Debt

To
Timothy Alden

B3y Walliam Lord NeRinnes

fThe fev. McRinney is curator

of the Duxbury Rural and ifs-
toricai Society, -~ Ec.j

Ceeasionally a visitor to tw
Historlcal Sociepy asks the reason
for e enduring fame of john
Alden, as did a noted professor
at Loston Colleye recently, Often
the guestions concern the histori-
city of the legend of the courtshi;,
of john and iriscilla immortal-
ied by Longlellow, while sonie
ewen  mention munor anachron-
By 1 the glosivus poe, With-
cut doubt the story 15 one of the
brightest eiements . Duxbury's
history,

SCURCE KNOW:

Now there is littie doubt as to
tie source of the Loigfellownar-
rative, it was takeafrom thae wri-
tngs of Thinothy Aldes:, publiste
by him when Longleilow was a
littde boy and probatly written by
Aldeii In Duxbury or Bridgewater
long before the birth of Long-
feliow, Strange torelate, the wri-
tings and personality of Tinothy
Alden are iittie known In Dux-
bury, but it was he who pre-
served this gem of Pligrun
charni, Following 1s the story as
printed on page 268 in volume 3
of his £l edition;

Iy 3 very short tine after the
Jecease of mrs, Standish, the
capuin was led to think, that, if
he could cbuln miss Prisclila
Mullins, a daughter of mr Wil-
l{am Mullins, the breach in his
family would be happily repaired,
He, thercfore, according to the
customn of those times, sent to
ask myr. Mullins® permission to
visit his daughter. john Alden,
the messenger, went and falth-
fullv communfcated the wishes
of the captain, The oldgentleman
did not object, as he might have
done, on accowst of the recency
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enest o oashiton Janth,
s blugrapher, sa hat
Tt was Cthurdened with a
nassion for miakiny waste places
productive,'’ This was jjlustrated
by the lutcrest Aiden ook I
preactuny  to the Indians in
western New York and Pennsyl-
vanla where he visited the Sene-
cas and Muusces, aad converted
e chieftaii, **Cornplanter,” to
Christtanity, When he asked the
chleftain to explain just v he
oreferred Cliristanity o lis na-
uwe Indian faith, Coruplanter re~
pliec, **Your religion :5 in a
bock,” @i Alden's report to e
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Sen inizrest in Time
Alle 18 Zue te tie fact thag |
1004 7ty college deygree from Al-
icghens  Coliege, which was
founded by himm in 1615 and where
1S graduates felthonozed i belng
cliied *'sons of Timothy.” Over
20 vears ago i discoverec this
ralt of Timothy i1 the parist
of the South Pariskiu Focts-
outri, N.H, Formnately | se-
irec the postrait as & gift from
Te chuzen to Allegheny Coilege.
Aldei at e age of elght was
sent By father to ilve withhis
unele, Lt foshua Alden of
Bridgewater, 2d o aumend the
oreer and Laitn Schoei of the
3=, Uen n0tazic for
LAy due cammenceent i,
Cambricge furnishes about one
sudrter of e men n e Harvagss
s class,
uncle Joshua was o
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